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Transfer of Clovia property to the
Alumnae Association under study
Over the next few years, the Kansas 4-H Foundation and the Clovia
Alumnae Association will explore and investigate property ownership and
management options that will be beneficial to both groups. A taskforce is
being formed of representatives from both entities.

Also in this
newsletter:
Activities of the
past year
Clovia Sponsors
Annual Meeting
information

The changes will not be immediate. As the Alum Board seeks to be strategic
in the designing and implementing of this transition, we ask for your
patience and support to keep Clovia strong and vibrant.
We are looking for alums who have expertise in building management or
endowments/investments to help make decisions in this area. Please contact
Alumnae President Ann Sparke by Sept. 15 if you are interested in serving in
this area. She can be reached by email at asparke@ksu.edu or call 785-4661623. You may also contact her if you have questions or concerns.
Please attend the annual meeting on Nov. 8 to learn the latest information.

Forty-six girls qualified to attend the Scholarship Dinner by achieving a 3.3 or higher GPA in the
spring and/or fall 2013 semesters.
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From the Alum President
Much has happened this past year in which we can take
pride as Clovia Alums. As I complete my tenure as Alpha
of Clovia Alumni Board President and many years on the
board, I am compelled to say “thank you” to the many
people who have made my experience possible.
It all started when my best friend at Scandia Grade School
and her parents got me involved in the 4-H Program in
Republic County. I was born to parents who were in their
40s. It was an immediate love affair with 4-H. My sister
(who came along 13 months after I was born), myself, and
my parents lived, breathed and died 4-H together. It was
like a cement holding a family together when there could
have been a huge generation gap. It kept my parents young
and active keeping up with two daughters’ school and 4-H
activities. Along with older parents, my family experience
was unique in that I was the first one on my mother’s side
of the family to graduate from high school and college.
My maternal grandparents emigrated from Norway and
both my Mom and Dad lost their mothers at a young age,
causing them to complete school only through grades nine
and eight, respectively. By today’s standards, I could have
been labeled a child “at risk.” But, my parents valued
education, and 4-H was an important part of it and our
socialization.
Because of my 4-H experience, I knew from the time that
I was in the eighth grade that I wanted to be an Extension
Agent. There was no stopping me from that point on and
I never considered going to college anywhere but KSU. I
didn’t learn about Clovia until my first semester at KSU.
I was in Collegiate 4-H and heard about it from other
Clovers. I became a pledge the second semester of my
freshman year and lived in the house my remaining three
years at KSU. Clovia was an amazing experience for this
small town farm girl. There were Clovia girls in my classes
who also shared similar backgrounds. It made K-State
seem a lot smaller. I had found my niche. I remember
meeting my best friend for life, Marsha Hagenmaier
Brooks, in the upper hallway of Clovia. My best friends
with whom I enjoy corresponding with 40 years later
are Clovers. I have 4-H leaders, Extension Agents, the
Kansas 4-H Foundation and past generations of Clovia
Alums to thank for making all of this possible for me. My
experience with 4-H and Clovia was a “game changer”
for me. If I had not had the 4-H or Clovia experiences, it’s
quite possible I would not be where I am today.
I know that my experience is not only one that has
changed lives. I know each of you reading this newsletter
has your own story and experience of what made Clovia
special for you. I would love to hear yours, even if it might
take a while, given that more than 800 alums receive this
newsletter. I have an immense passion for Clovia and want
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to do my part to make it available for other 4-H girls for
another 83 years and longer. Clovia Alums have many
accomplishments of which to be proud as they serve in a
myriad of roles in their communities and professions all
around the world.
A highlight of the past year was a successful fund-raising
effort that allowed for the remodeling of the original
kitchen last summer and the bathrooms the previous
summer. We want to extend a very special “thank you” to
Kelli Cox and Ann Koch for the leadership they provided
during the campaign, which was completed Dec. 31, 2013.
The donors were recognized in conjunction with the Senior
Celebration on April 26, and also at the Annual Friends of
4-H Day held at Rock Springs 4-H Center in June. The
exterior of the house and study room are being repainted
this summer. Fund-raising will continue, with a goal to
build a fund for future projects.
It has been exciting to see the involvement of alums
from across the United States. Even though it may not
be possible for many members to travel to Manhattan
to help with house functions, such as the move-in day
reception, hospitality weekend activities for potential new
members or final week study breaks, they have contributed
by providing funds for the renovation and on-going
maintenance fund and by paying the annual $25 annual
sponsorship which supports the activities.
Another example of that involvement is the alumni
mentoring project (see article on page 5). That is just a
short list of all the activities that the alums have been
involved in this year. No matter how far you live from
Manhattan, or if you are young or old, your involvement
through the $25 annual sponsorship is important and
valued.
A standing house improvement committee continues to
oversee future maintenance and improvement projects for
the house. The committee consists of representatives from
the Kansas 4-H Foundation, Alums and Active members.
Maintenance and improvement projects are prioritized. We
thank Karolyn Tacha for many years of service chairing
the committee and welcome Crystal Miles as the new
chairman.
The Clovia Alums once again provided assistance during
move-in day. The alums had the opportunity to meet the
girls and their families and provide refreshments to all
participating.
As a welcoming gesture, the alums gave gifts to the 62
girls living in the house.
For a fifth year, an August, 2013, highlight was hosting
dinner with Clovia House officers during move-in
activities. Board members attended and enjoyed getting to
know the officers for the 2013-2014 school year.
continued on next page
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President’s Message, continued
Alums assisted the alum advisors by sponsoring snack
breaks during finals week each semester. The alums
provided fruit pizzas for the spring semester final-week
study break, and last December the girls were treated with
cookies they got to decorate themselves. All participating
enjoyed a good time.
There are currently 830 members on the alum list who
receive the annual newsletter. We thank Sue Henke, a
Clovia Alum, for continuing to publish the newsletter.
Much work goes into keeping all addresses up to date so
that we can have an accurate and complete mailing list to
communicate news and request support from all members.
We thank Nancy Rezac, Clovia Alum Board Treasurer, for
all the work she does working with the funds, sponsorships
and members’ contact information.
Parent/alum relations continue to be a priority. An
alum board member has met with the Clovia Parents’
Association Officers and attended the Clovia Parent Club
Fall and Spring meetings.
The alums hosted the annual Scholarship Dinner on Jan.
26, 2014. Forty-six girls qualified to attend by achieving
a 3.3 or higher GPA in either or both the Spring and
Fall 2013 semesters. We are proud of the high academic
achievements of the girls.

We have many talented and dedicated alums serving on
the board. They are always more than willing to share their
time and talents for the good of Clovia. The current board
members are Diane Taylor, Brenda Miesner, Nancy Rezac,
Bernadette Trieb, Gail Eyestone, Jana Patton, Beth Stuewe,
DeAnn Hauser, Sara Roberts, Janet Elliott, Heather
Mentzer and myself. We are always looking for alumni
who would be willing to serve on the board. Please let me
or another board member know if you are interested.
Jana Patton, Beth Stuewe and Gail Eyestone continue in
the roles of alum advisors. One of the three alum advisors
attends the Wednesday evening dinners and meetings and
is available for other functions. This requires an extensive
time commitment and we really appreciate the leadership
they provide to the girls.
Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have
questions or concerns about the Clovia Alumni Chapter.
I would love to hear from you. Thanks to all of you
for being a part of our special sisterhood and for your
dedication to carrying the Clovia tradition onward. I feel
honored to serve as President of an organization with
outstanding members who share a passion for Clovia.
Respectfully submitted by,
Ann Sparke
Alpha of Clovia Alumni Board President

For a fifth year, the alum board
organized a new officer orientation/
training, which was held Feb.
23, 2014. Alum board members
volunteered to work with officers
and mentor them throughout their
terms of office. Pizza and ice
cream were provided. Nancy Rezac
developed a fun and interesting
program, which offered practical
information relating to conflict
management for the officers. We
are fortunate to have extra talented
alums who know how to present
the information in a clever and fun
manner.
Alpha Alums currently serving
two-year terms as national officers
are: Vice-President – Katie Mitchell
and Chaplain – Jancey Hall. They
will complete their terms following
the 2016 Clovia National Meeting.
We appreciate their willingness to
serve in these capacities. Each year,
we search for alums interested in filling national offices.
Please consider this opportunity and let me or another
board member know if you’re interested.

Alums and actives at the National
Meeting this past spring in Minnesota.
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Thank You to our 2013-14 Clovia Sponsors
Clovia alums are awesome! We were able to fund several activities with the girls at the Clovia House this year, thanks to
the faithful who sent their $25.00 sponsorships. With the growing number of girls qualifying for Scholarship Dinner, it’s
good that we had more sponsors this year. With a full house, our other activities with the girls expanded as well.
Second semester the girls had a new kitchen with an old ice machine that quit working. We were able to purchase a new
one and have it installed before the residents came back from spring break. The House Managers, Jamie and Faith, were
very thrilled and expressed their appreciation, so I’m relaying their “thank you” to you.
You may not live where you can attend things at the House or bring study treats, but your financial sponsorship and other
donations are just as important, and it shows your dedication to Clovia. Those who are able to help in Manhattan couldn’t
do what they do without you. Thank You.

Received as of July 1:
Joyce Anderson
Kathryn Apley
Velma Appl
Gina Bagby
Cathy Bandyk
Aldean Banker
Amy Barker
Tammy Bartel
Denise Behrends
Patti Benda
Sharon Benton
Donna Berger
Alice “Sally” Blakely
Karen Blakeslee
Barbara Boggs
Judith Bowman
Mary Bruner
Janell Buck
Leann Buethner
Helen Carey
Patricia Cary
Sharon Clayton
Doris Cobb
Jennifer Coltrane
Cindi Cook
Jeanice Cress
Michelle Crow
Arlene Dahm
Thyra Davis
Erin Debler
Cathy Delaney
Deana Dick
Michelle Dick
Julie Durand
Darla Dwyer
Alexis Ebert
Megan Ebert
Judy Emert
Gail Eyestone
Mary Beth Farr
Debbie Firth
Sue Fredrickson
Willis Freeman
Mary Beth Fund
Clede Ann Garinger

Maxine Garrigues
Susan Gartrell
Carol Gibson
Amanda Godsey
Amy Good
Karla Gordon
Jancey Hall
Katie Hancock
DeAnn Hauser
Mary Hauser
Laura Haffner
Kathy Heiniger
Johncie Heise
Sue Henke
Leslie Hess
Susan Hettenbach
Margaret Hickson
Jan Isch
Kay James
Judy Jones
Diana Jost
Loretta Kirker
Ann Koch
Judy Kohman
Linda Kuntz
Gretchen Lucas
Polly Martin
Janet Mathews
Karen McDaniel
Varena Mechsner
Margaret Mehlinger
Heather Mentzer
Doris Merrill
Karma Metzgar
Carol Meyer
Brenda Miesner
Crystal Miles
Connie Miller
Virginia Mink
Katie Mitchell
Martha Mosteller
Evelyn Nelson
Nancy Nelson
Mary Kay Nold
Joan Nordstrom

Phyllis Osborn
Teresa Paul
Shelby Perkins
Virginia Poindexter
Mary Prickett
Tanya Purvis
Mary Radnor
Jan Reinhardt
Linda Renner
Nancy Rezac
Carrie Ann Richter
Sara Roberts
Rose Mary Saunders
Pat Schlender
Ann Schrock

Mary Schulz
Janet Seelhoff
Nina Seibert
Denise Sellers
Inga Sloan
Patricia Snyder
Ann Sparke
Shandi Stallman
Cynthia Steeples
Christi Sterling
Karisa Stuchlik
Sharon Stuckey
Cheryl Svetgoff
Karolyn Tacha

Barbara Diane Taylor
Jane Teaford
Melissa Thompson
Mellicent Thompson
Doris Tracy
Colleen Trater
Bernadette Trieb
Marjorie Warta
Gail Webster
Dorothy Wendland
Jan Wilmeth
Mary Delcie Wylie
Cherielle Young
Carol Ann Zimmerman
continued on next page

Alums prepared a Wednesday night dinner for the girls last year on
April 24 and again on Sept. 25, 2013, in a beautiful, modern and very
efficient remodeled kitchen. Karolyn Tacha organized both dinners.
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For your continued support
Please fill out this personal update form and mail it with
your alum sponsor fees check to: Nancy Rezac, P O Box
142, St. Marys, KS 66536 or pay online and fill out the
update form online. Make checks payable to: Clovia
Alumnae Assn.
Name__________________________________________
Maiden name ____________________________________
Spouse’s name___________________________________
Address_________________________________________
City/State/Zip____________________________________
Home Phone ____________________________________
KSU Class Year__________________________________
If you would like to be added to our listserv or have a new
e-mail address:
E-mail _________________________________________

The Stars were Reached!

Sometimes the goals we set for ourselves can seem as
distant as the stars. But when we achieve our goals, we
pause to look back at the people who helped to put the
stars within our reach. The Clovia House renovation goal
of $500,000 was one facet of the Kansas 4-H Foundation’s
Growing Kansas Leaders $10 million capital campaign.
These funds provided for the renovation of the Clovia
bathrooms and kitchen in 2012 and 2013 respectively.
This would not have been possible without the alumnae
and friends who truly remember the importance of Clovia
in building leaders. Thanks to everyone who helped put the
stars within reach.
These are the words that will appear on the permanent
plaque in our Clovia house at 1200 Pioneer Lane; along
with the names of all donors at the $500 level and above.
On April 26 we gathered at Clovia to look back at the
people who helped to put the stars within our reach. We
celebrated the end of another very successful campaign.
This time we honored all the donors who contributed to the
renovation of the bathrooms and kitchen. This campaign
was a part of the larger Kansas 4-H Foundations Growing
Kansas Leaders campaign. We owe a great deal of thanks
to the tireless efforts of their staff. They made it possible
for us realize our goal of $500,000. We accomplished
our goal and much more! In fact we raised a total of
$728,249.97!

PenPal/Mentor Program Update

In less than ten years we have accomplished the renovation
of the study rooms, a new outdoor living area, new living
and dining room furnishings, new bathrooms and kitchen!
If you have not seen the House since all this has been
accomplished you owe it to yourself to stop by and admire.

This new program was requested by the house membership
chair last fall to connect active girls with alums with
similar interests. The pen pal/mentor program is off to a
great start. Alum volunteers were matched with junior and
senior girls during the 2013-14 school year. The committee
received more responses than needed last spring. If you
volunteered and have not been contacted, your name is in
the file and new matches will be made with junior, senior
and possibly sophomore girls if there are enough alum
mentors for the 2014-15 school year.

But… we cannot rest on our laurels. As all homeowners
know there will continue to be upkeep needs. We are proud
to tell you that $57,000 of the total campaign contributions
were given as deferred gifts. We encourage all of you to
consider Clovia when doing estate planning; and end of the
year tax deferred contributions are always a welcomed gift.

Thank you to all of the alums who volunteered to be a
pen pal/mentor for upper class girls in the house as they
prepare to apply for jobs and begin their professional lives.

If you did not know about this opportunity or wish you
had volunteered, you may contact one of the committee
members, Sara Roberts, 6025 SW 27th St, Apt 2, Topeka,
KS 66614, phone (402) 616-5457, email roberts.smr@
gmail.com; or Janet Elliott, PO Box 127, Morrowville, KS
66958, phone (785)265-3872, email jelliott@jbntelco.com.
You do not need to commit a lot of time—just contact your
pen pal two or three times during the semester by email,
letter, phone or in person and share your experiences.

As campaign co-chairs we would again like
to thank and recognize our committee who
helped so unselfishly to make this campaign
a success. They are: Ellen Samuelson, Marge
Warta, Leslie Hess, Lana Clawson and Melissa
Thompson.
Clovia Proud,
Kelli Cox and Ann Koch
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From the Alpha Active
Chapter President

Hearing laughter from down the halls, smelling Clovia
rolls baking in the oven, seeing the degrees take place
during initiation and many more memories come to mind
while thinking of Clovia. With that in mind, I’m sharing
10 memories we made this past year that will live on in the
current actives.
•

The Women of Clovia earned 1st place overall in the
Kansas State University Homecoming events with our
partners Alpha Delta Pi Sorority, Alpha Gamma Rho
Fraternity, and Alpha Kappa Lambda Fraternity.

•

We raised more than $2,500 this past year through our
ice cream social in the fall and Cupcakes for the Cure
philanthropy in the spring for the American Cancer
Society and one Clover’s family. Her mom is battling
cancer.

•

•

•

•

We had 44 ladies invited to the scholarship dinner.
This requires a 3.3 GPA from one or both of the past
two semesters. We are also very proud that six Clovers
are early admitted veterinarian school students.
Fresh paint everywhere! This summer the exterior and
the personal study rooms are receiving a new coat of
paint. We are also excited that the study/chapter room
is being updated, too.
We participated in many Kansas 4-H Foundation
events this past year, including Turkey Trot at Rock
Springs, Celebration of the Growing Leaders of
Kansas Campaign and Friends of 4-H Day.
This year we had more than 40 members hold
leadership roles in campus organizations. This includes
seven college ambassadors and leadership positions
in religious groups to department clubs and college
competition teams.

•

There were more than 15 graduates the past two
semesters, including two ladies that committed to
serve in the Air Force after being in ROTC during
college.

•

Fifteen girls had a great time in Minnesota with the
Betas at National Meeting in April.

•

Alpha of Clovia hosted Georgie Lawrence from
Australia this past spring. She was participating in
classes in the Animal Science department, and she
enjoyed learning about American agriculture and
traveling with many different Clovers on the weekends.

•

Kansas Growing Leaders campaign goal for Clovia
was met and celebrated this past April as a part of
the senior recognition at the house.

Once again, it would not be possible for us to have such a
beautiful house and these great updates without the support

of our parents’ club, Alumni Association and the Kansas
4-H Foundation. So many memories have been made and
things have been accomplished in this past year, and I
can only imagine what is in store for us in years to come!
Feel free to stop by anytime you are in the Manhattan area
during the school year. We would love to show you around
our home as you relive the memories you hold so dear.
Arissa Moyer
Alpha of Clovia President

We remember
We were saddened by the passing of the last founding
Clovia Sister, Jessie Dean Thackery, in September of last
year.
Other Clovia deaths reported in the past year were:
Kate Archer, Colorado, on Oct. 15, 2013
Gwendolyn Romine Jordan, Abilene, on Oct. 24, 2013
Velma McGaugh
Claudia Pratt, on Jan. 29, 2014
Angie Edmonds Traylor, Andover, on April 28, 2014
Barbara Wegener
Judy McClure Wisehart, Broomfield, Colo., on Sept. 30,
2013

Thank you!

Donating their pins in the last year
were: Becky Shaw Swartz, 1973; Linda
Obermueller Maguire. 1973; Diane
Dempsey Taylor, 1972; and Jane Brown
Teaford, 1957.

Plan now to be there
The 2015 Clovia National Meeting will be hosted by
the Alpha Chapter in Manhattan on Saturday, March 28.
Information concerning the meeting will be sent through
the Clovia listserve. We hope to have as many Alpha
Alums attend as possible.
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Who’s Who of Clovia
Marla Bugbee and Alexis Ebert received the Alpha
Alumnae Chapter recognition for Who’s Who in Clovia at
the 2014 National Meeting held during April in Roseville,
Minn.
If you know of Clovia Alums who have accomplished
much during their careers and service to their communities
and the organization, please contact Ann Sparke with your
suggestions.

Left to right: Chelsea Ahlquist, Megan McLaughlin,
Audrey Gritten, Karissa Pankratz and Carli Saye.

Seniors welcomed as Alumnae

2014 Alpha Alum Who’s Who Alexis Ebert and Maria
Bugbee.

On April 26, 2014, 11 women were initiated and welcomed
into the Clovia Alumni Association at the Celebrate Clovia
Event hosted by the Clovia Alums at the Clovia House.
The event replaced Senior Breakfast in an attempt to make
the scheduling more convenient for the girls to attend.
Those who were initiated were: Chelsea Ahlquist, Anna
Baughan, Audrey Gritten, Megan McLaughlin, Karissa
Pankratz and Carli Saye. Other graduates added to our
alumni data base are: Elsie Suhr, Erica Iverson, Leah
Roberts, Katy Nuss and Gabrielle Mathy.

A special Thank You ...

goes to Cathy Wacker for updating our website.
Thanks so much for all that you do and for sharing
your time and talents with Clovia.
The website is http://www.alphaofcloviaalumni.org/

Continuing a tradition:

Alums again provided end-of-semester study breaks for the girls of the House – cookies to decorate in December and fruit
pizza in May.

Address Correction Requested

Clovia Alumnae Association
Attn: Sue Henke
1305 SW MacVicar Ave.
Topeka, Ks 66604

Annual
Alumnae
Association
Meeting

Mark your calendars now and join
us on Saturday, November 8 at
10:30 a.m. at the Clovia House for
the annual gathering of
Alpha of Clovia
to make decisions and get
reacquainted. There will be a
brunch at 10:00.

